
Study in Hungary from Pakistan: A 
Student Guide for 2025-2026 

Pak Euro Links Presents: Your comprehensive guide to studying in Hungary for Pakistani 

students in the 2025-2026 academic session. Whether you’re aiming for a fully funded 

scholarship or a self-financed study program, this guide will walk you through everything you 

need to know – from why Hungary is an excellent study destination to how to apply, obtain a 

student visa, and settle into Hungarian life. Written from a Pakistani perspective, it provides 

authentic and reliable information to help you make informed decisions about your educational 

future in Hungary. 

 

Why Choose Hungary for Higher Education? 

Choosing Hungary for higher studies offers a range of benefits, especially for students coming 

from Pakistan. Here are some key reasons why Hungary has become an attractive destination 

for international students: 
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• Quality Education, Globally Recognized Degrees: Hungarian universities boast high 

academic standards and are part of the European Higher Education Area (Bologna 

Process). Degrees obtained in Hungary are internationally recognized and can be easily 

verified or equated by the Higher Education Commission (HEC) in Pakistan. Many 

Hungarian institutions appear in global rankings, assuring you of their quality and 

reputation. 

• Affordable Tuition and Living Costs: Compared to Western Europe, Hungary 

offers more affordable tuition fees and cost of living. Tuition fees for English-taught 

programs are moderate – often ranging from around €2,000 to €5,000 per year for many 

bachelor’s or master’s programs (approximately PKR 6–15 lakh per year, depending on 

exchange rates and program). Living expenses are also student-friendly; you might 

budget roughly €400–€700 per month (PKR 120,000–210,000) to cover 

accommodation, food, transport, and other living costs, though your exact expenses will 

depend on your lifestyle and city. This means you can obtain a quality European 

education on a relatively reasonable budget. 

• Stipendium Hungaricum and Other Scholarships: The Hungarian 

Government’s Stipendium Hungaricumscholarship program is a major draw for 

Pakistani students. This prestigious scholarship covers full tuition, provides a monthly 

stipend, medical insurance, and in many cases accommodation support. Each year, up 

to 200 scholarships are offered to Pakistani citizens under this program, thanks to a 

bilateral agreement between Hungary and Pakistan. (We’ll discuss details on 

scholarships and how to apply in a later section.) Aside from Stipendium Hungaricum, 

some universities offer merit scholarships or fee waivers, and EU’s Erasmus+ program 

allows students in Hungarian universities to spend a semester in another European 

country with financial support. 

• Easy Visa and Travel in Europe: Hungary is a member of the European Union (EU) 

and part of the Schengen Area. Pakistani students who obtain a Hungarian study visa 

(residence permit) can travel freely within the 26 Schengen countries for tourism or 

academic purposes, which is a fantastic opportunity for cultural exploration. The student 

visa process for Hungary is straightforward as long as you follow the requirements 

(detailed below). Additionally, after graduation, non-EU students in Hungary have options 

to extend their stay (for example, a 9-month post-study residence permit often called 

a “study-to-work” permit) to seek employment or further opportunities in Hungary. 

• Vibrant Culture and Student Life: Hungary offers a rich cultural experience in the heart 

of Europe. From the stunning architecture and lively streets of Budapest to historic 

university towns like Szeged and Debrecen, you’ll enjoy a blend of modern amenities 

and Old World charm. Hungarians are known for their hospitality towards international 

students. English is widely spoken in academic settings (and by younger people), making 

it easier for Pakistanis to communicate, though learning a few basics of the Hungarian 

language will certainly help in daily life. Culturally, Hungary is diverse and welcoming – 

you can find Halal food options (especially in big cities), mosques in Budapest for 

Muslim students, and student associations or communities that help international 
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students (including a growing number of Pakistani students) feel at home. This 

supportive environment makes adjusting to life in Hungary smoother for Pakistani 

newcomers. 

In summary, Hungary offers high-quality education with European standards, affordability, 

scholarship opportunities, and a culturally enriching experience – all of which are highly 

appealing from a Pakistani student’s standpoint. 

Overview of Higher Education in Hungary 

Understanding the structure of higher education in Hungary will help you navigate your options 

and plan your academic path: 

• Degree Structure: Hungary follows the Bologna Process, which is the standard across 

Europe. This means the degree system is split into Bachelor’s 

(undergraduate), Master’s (graduate), and Doctoral (PhD) levels. A typical Bachelor’s 

degree (BA/BSc) is 3 to 4 years long (generally 3 years in Hungary, though some fields 

like engineering or dual-degree programs might be 4 years). A Master’s (MA/MSc) is 

usually 2 years after a bachelor’s. Some fields (like medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, or 

architecture) offer a One-Tier Master’s program which combines undergraduate and 

graduate studies into a single 5 to 6 year continuous program (you enter such a program 

directly after high school/F.Sc./A-levels). Doctoral programs are around 4 years (with the 

degree officially titled PhD/DLA). Because of this common European framework, credits 

and qualifications are transferable and recognized across Europe and also well-

respected in Pakistan and worldwide. 

• Language of Instruction: Many Hungarian universities offer a wide range of programs 

taught in English, especially at the Master’s level and in fields popular with international 

students (such as engineering, computer science, medicine, business, etc.). As a 

Pakistani student, you can enroll in these English-medium programs, so you won’t need 

to know Hungarian to start your studies. However, you’ll also have the opportunity 

to learn Hungarianthrough university language courses or everyday immersion, which 

can be a rewarding experience and helpful for daily life. (Some scholarship students 

even get a preparatory year to learn Hungarian if their program is in Hungarian, but most 

Pakistanis opt for English programs). 

• Top Universities: Hungary has several universities with strong global reputations. Here 

are a few notable ones: 

o Eötvös Loránd University (ELTE), Budapest: The oldest and one of the most 

prestigious universities in Hungary, known for programs in Natural Sciences, 

Humanities, and Social Sciences. ELTE often ranks high globally and offers many 

programs in English. 
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o Budapest University of Technology and Economics (BME), Budapest: A top 

institution for Engineering, Technology, and Computer Science. BME has a long 

history of producing highly skilled engineers and has English-taught programs in 

various engineering fields. 

o University of Szeged, Szeged: Consistently ranked as one of the best 

universities in Hungary, it offers a wide range of English programs. Szeged is a 

charming student city and the university is especially known for its research output 

and medical program. 

o University of Debrecen, Debrecen: One of the largest universities in Hungary 

with a large international student community. It’s renowned for medical and health 

science programs (medicine, dentistry, pharmacy), as well as engineering and 

agriculture. The campus is very international, including many students from 

Pakistan in the medical faculty. 

o Semmelweis University, Budapest: A top medical university in Hungary (and 

Central Europe), famous for medicine and dentistry programs taught in English. 

Semmelweis degrees are recognized worldwide and many international doctors 

have trained here. 

o Corvinus University of Budapest: A leading university for Economics, Business, 

and Social Sciences. It has English-taught programs in Business Administration, 

Finance, International Relations, etc., and is well-regarded in these fields. 

o (Note: There are many other quality institutions across Hungary. When choosing a 

university, consider factors like your field of interest, program offerings, university 

ranking/reputation, city environment, and where you might feel most comfortable.) 

• Academic Calendar: The academic year in Hungary typically starts 

in September (Autumn/Fall semester) and ends in June, divided into two semesters 

(Autumn and Spring). The Fall semester usually runs from September to January, and 

the Spring semester from February to June, with winter and summer breaks in between. 

If you plan to start in the 2025-2026 session, you would likely begin your studies in 

September 2025. Keep in mind that application deadlines will be much earlier (we’ll 

cover application timelines next). A few universities may offer February (Spring) intakes 

for certain programs, but the main intake for nearly all undergraduate and most 

postgraduate programs is in the Fall. 

• Teaching Style and Exams: Hungarian higher education emphasizes a mix of 

theoretical knowledge and practical application. Classes can be a combination of 

lectures and seminars/labs. You will be assessed via written exams, oral exams, 

assignments, and sometimes project work. Many courses, especially in Master’s 

programs, encourage group work and research projects. Pakistani students might find 

the classroom environment in Hungary to be student-centered – you’re expected to 
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participate, ask questions, and engage in critical thinking. Class sizes for lectures can be 

large, but seminar groups are smaller, allowing personal interaction with instructors. At 

first, you might find the teaching style more independent (with professors providing 

guidance but expecting self-study and research), but this will help you develop 

confidence and skills in analysis, research, and presentation. 

In essence, Hungary’s higher education system is robust and in line with international 

standards. As a Pakistani student, you’ll receive an education that not only broadens your 

knowledge but also enhances your global outlook – all while earning a degree that will be 

respected when you return to Pakistan or move anywhere else in the world. 

Admission Requirements and Application 

Process 

Preparing your university application is one of the most important steps. Below we outline the 

general admission requirements and process for Pakistani students applying to Hungarian 

universities. 

1. Academic Requirements: 

For undergraduate (Bachelor’s) admissions, you need to have completed your higher 

secondary education. In Pakistan, that means you should have your F.A./F.Sc. certificate, A-

levels, or equivalent 12th grade qualification. For Master’s programs, you will need 

a relevant Bachelor’s degree (typically 16 years of education). For PhD programs, 

a Master’s/MPhil degree (18 years of education) is required. Hungarian universities will expect 

your previous studies to be in a field related to the program you are applying for, especially at 

the Master’s and PhD level. Good academic scores will strengthen your application; while 

there’s no universal GPA requirement, competitive programs will look for strong marks (for 

instance, a first division or high 60s/70s percentage and above, or a solid CGPA). 

2. Language Proficiency: 

Since you’ll likely be applying to English-taught programs, you must demonstrate proficiency in 

English. Generally, acceptable tests and scores are: 

• IELTS: Many programs ask for an IELTS score of 6.0 or 6.5 (with no band lower than 5.5 

or 6.0, depending on the university). 

• TOEFL iBT: Usually a score equivalent to IELTS requirements, often around 70–90 or 

above. 

• Duolingo English Test or PTE Academic: Some universities may accept these 

alternatives – check specific requirements on the university’s site. 

If your previous degree was taught entirely in English (for example, some Pakistani 

students have English-medium instruction at certain universities), some Hungarian 

universities might waive the test requirement, but it’s safer to have a valid English test 
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score. Note: If you plan to study in Hungarian (uncommon for new Pakistani applicants 

unless you know the language), you would need to prove proficiency in Hungarian 

instead, or undergo a preparatory year in Hungarian. 

3. Application Documents: 

While specific requirements can vary by institution, generally you will need to prepare the 

following documents for your application: 

• Educational Certificates and Transcripts: Your matriculation/O-Level certificate, 

Intermediate/A-Level certificate, or Bachelor’s/Master’s degrees and transcripts, as 

applicable. These should be translated to English (if they were issued in Urdu or any 

language other than English) by an authorized translator. It’s a good idea to also have 

them attested by the IBCC (for school certificates) or HEC (for university 

degrees) and the Pakistani Ministry of Foreign Affairs, as this attestation will later be 

required for visa processing. Universities often accept scanned copies for application, but 

you’ll show originals upon enrollment. 

• Passport (Copy): A clear scan of your valid passport (photo page). Your passport 

should ideally be valid for the entire duration of your study in Hungary. 

• Curriculum Vitae (CV): An up-to-date CV or résumé, usually in Europass format or 

any clear format, highlighting your educational background, any work experience, 

internships, or extracurricular activities. 

• Motivation Letter (Statement of Purpose): A one to two-page letter explaining why you 

want to study in Hungary, why you chose the particular program and university, and how 

this fits into your career plans. This is your chance to make a personal connection and 

show your enthusiasm and goals. Be genuine and clear – admission committees value a 

well-written, sincere motivation letter. 

• Letters of Recommendation: Typically two academic reference letters for Master’s or 

PhD applications (from professors/lecturers who know your academic work). For 

Bachelor’s, some universities may ask for one or two recommendation letters from 

teachers or mentors, but others might not. It’s best to have them ready. Make sure to 

request these letters well in advance from your referees. 

• Proof of English Proficiency: As discussed, your IELTS/TOEFL/Duolingo score report. 

You may upload a copy at application time, and later have the testing service send an 

official score report if the university requires. 

• Portfolio or Entrance Exam (if applicable): Certain programs (like Architecture, Fine 

Arts, Design, etc.) might ask for a portfolio of work. Some competitive programs (like 

Medicine or Dentistry, or even Engineering/Computer Science in some cases) might 

require an entrance exam or online interview. For example, applicants to medicine 

programs often sit for an entrance test covering Biology, Chemistry, etc., or attend an 
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interview. If you’re applying through the Stipendium Hungaricum scholarship, note that 

after initial shortlisting, you may have to pass an entrance exam or interview by the 

university between March and May 2025. Always check the specific entry requirements 

of your chosen program so you can prepare accordingly. 

4. Application Procedure: 

Most Hungarian universities allow you to apply online through their website or an online 

application portal. Here’s a step-by-step breakdown: 

• Research and Shortlist Universities/Programs: First, decide your field of study and 

find the universities in Hungary that offer suitable programs in English. Use the official 

Study in Hungary “Study Finder” or university websites. Consider factors like program 

content, duration, city, and any specific requirements. It’s wise to shortlist a few options 

(for example, 3–5 programs) to maximize your chances. 

• Check Application Deadlines: For the Fall 2025 intake, many universities will have 

application deadlines in early 2025 (often around February to May 2025) for self-

financed students. However, if you are aiming for the Stipendium Hungaricum 

scholarship, your timeline is earlier: typically, scholarship applications close by mid-

January 2025. Always verify each program’s deadline on the official site – some might 

have rolling admissions or later dates, but don’t delay; applying early is generally better. 

• Create an Online Application Account: Most universities use an online system where 

you’ll fill in your personal information, academic history, and upload the required 

documents. You might have to pay an application fee (usually between €50-€150) per 

university – some universities waive this for scholarship applicants or during special 

early-bird periods. 

• Submit Your Application: Complete all required fields in the application form, upload 

your documents, and submit before the deadline. Ensure that your documents like 

transcripts and letters are clear and readable. Incomplete applications may not be 

considered, so double-check that everything is included. 

• Entrance Exams/Interviews: If your program requires an additional exam or interview, 

you will be informed of the schedule after your initial application is reviewed. These could 

take place via Skype/Zoom or at a designated center. For instance, the University of 

Debrecen might conduct a Skype interview for their medical program, or BME might ask 

for an online test in math for engineering applicants. Prepare accordingly (your 

consultant at Pak Euro Links can help you practice for interviews or guide you on test 

preparation strategies). 

• Admission Decision: After completing the above steps, you will wait for the admission 

decision. Universities typically release decisions by end of spring or early summer (April 

to June). If you applied through the Stipendium Hungaricum, final scholarship award 

notifications usually come by June or July 2025 (after the scholarship board and the 
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universities have made their selections). Successful applicants will receive an official 

Acceptance Letterfrom the university, often electronically and a hard copy upon request 

– this letter is crucial for your visa application. 

Pro Tip: Always maintain a checklist and timeline. If you feel overwhelmed, Pak Euro 

Links can guide you through the application process – from choosing the right university to 

reviewing your motivation letter and ensuring your documents meet the requirements. With 

careful planning and attention to detail, you’ll find that securing admission to a Hungarian 

university is very achievable. 

Stipendium Hungaricum and Other Scholarships 

One of the major motivations for students to study in Hungary is the availability of generous 

scholarships, especially the Stipendium Hungaricum program. Let’s delve into the scholarship 

opportunities and how you can make the most of them: 

Stipendium Hungaricum Scholarship Program: 

The Stipendium Hungaricum is a flagship scholarship initiative by the Hungarian government. 

For Pakistani students, this is an incredible opportunity to pursue higher education in 

Hungary fully funded. Key points of the program include: 

• What it Covers: If you win this scholarship, your tuition fee is completely waived for 

the entire duration of your study program. Additionally, you receive a monthly 

stipend (for 2025, the stipend for bachelor’s/master’s students is around 43,700 HUF, 

which is roughly €110, and for doctoral students it’s higher, about 140,000 HUF in the 

first two years and 180,000 HUF in later years). While the stipend isn’t lavish, it helps 

cover living costs. The scholarship also provides free dormitory accommodation or an 

accommodation allowance (around 40,000 HUF per month) if dorm space is not 

available. Health insurance in Hungary is also covered by the program. In short, 

Stipendium Hungaricum can significantly reduce the financial burden on you and your 

family. 

• Number of Slots for Pakistan: Through a cooperation between Hungary and Pakistan 

(via HEC), there are up to 200 scholarships for Pakistani citizens each year. 

According to the current allocation, this includes roughly 125 undergraduate (Bachelor’s) 

scholarships, 50 graduate (Master’s) scholarships, and 25 doctoral (PhD) scholarships 

annually for Pakistan. These numbers can slightly vary year to year, but Pakistan is one 

of the countries with a high allocation, which is a big advantage for applicants from 

Pakistan. 

• Fields of Study: The scholarship is available for a wide range of disciplines. However, 

Pakistan’s HEC typically specifies priority fields (consistent with national needs). 

Generally, fields like Engineering, Technology, Computer Science, Natural Sciences, 

Agriculture, Economics, Medical sciences, etc. are encouraged. You’ll want to check 

the HEC website (or the Stipendium call documents) for the Specified Fields List to 
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ensure your chosen program in Hungary aligns with those priorities. That said, many 

programs even in Humanities or Social Sciences are offered, so don’t be discouraged – 

just verify eligibility. 

• Application Process for Stipendium Hungaricum: This involves two parallel 

applications – one to the Hungarian side and one nomination form to the Pakistani side 

(HEC): 

o First, you must apply through the Stipendium Hungaricum online portal. The 

call for applications for the 2025-2026 intake is expected to open in November 

2024, with a deadline likely around 15 January 2025. On the Stipendium portal, 

you will select up to two desired programs/universities (in order of preference). 

You’ll upload required documents (similar to those listed in the admissions 

section: transcripts, motivation letter, etc., plus a specific Stipendium Hungaricum 

Motivation Letter and potentially a medical certificate stating you are fit to study). 

o Second, apply through HEC: The Higher Education Commission of Pakistan 

usually requires candidates to fill an online application on the HEC portal (and 

sometimes send hard copies) for the Stipendium Hungaricum, by the same 

January deadline. HEC will do an initial screening to ensure applicants meet basic 

eligibility (like age under 35 for masters, under 40 for PhD, etc., and that 

documents are in order). HEC then forwards a nomination list of eligible 

candidates to the Hungarian side by February. 

o After applications, the assessment and selection go as follows: Hungarian 

universities review your application and may invite you for an entrance exam or 

interview (March–May 2025) if required. After that, they decide whether 

to conditionally accept you. In parallel, the Tempus Public Foundation (which 

administers the program in Hungary) and HEC will finalize which applicants are 

awarded the scholarship. By June or early July 2025, final results are 

announced. If you are awarded, you’ll receive an official Letter of 

Award/Scholarship Award Letter and an Admission Letter from the university. 

• Tips to Strengthen Your Scholarship Application: Competition is stiff, because many 

strong applicants from Pakistan apply. To increase your chances: 

o Write a compelling motivation letter that explains your academic background, why 

you chose the specific field and Hungary, and how you plan to contribute to 

Pakistan after your studies (this is important to HEC and the scholarship’s mission 

– they want scholars who will give back to their home country). 

o Ensure your academic records are solid and relevant to the field you’re applying 

for. 

o Get good recommendation letters. 
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o Apply in a field where you truly have interest and some background; avoid 

choosing a program just because it’s listed – genuine interest shows in your 

application. 

o Double-check all documents for accuracy (for instance, your name spelling should 

match on all documents and your passport). 

o Lastly, apply on time and don’t wait until the last day, as the online portals 

sometimes get overloaded. 

Other Scholarships and Funding Options: 

While Stipendium Hungaricum is the most prominent, there are a few other avenues: 

• Bilateral Cultural Agreements/HEC Scholarships: Occasionally, scholarships emerge 

from cultural exchange programs or other agreements. These are often handled via HEC 

as well. It’s worth keeping an eye on HEC’s scholarships page for any Hungary-specific 

scholarships or other international scholarships that can be used in Hungary. 

• Erasmus+ Mobility Grants: If you enroll in a Hungarian university (even as a self-

funded student), you may later have opportunities to spend a semester or a year abroad 

in another European country under the Erasmus+ exchange program. Hungarian 

universities actively participate in Erasmus+, and as an international student in Hungary 

you are typically eligible. These exchanges come with a monthly grant to cover additional 

living expenses in the host country. 

• University Scholarships and Fee Waivers: Some Hungarian universities offer their 

own scholarships or tuition fee reductions, especially for excellent students or students 

from developing countries. For example, a university might have a scholarship for top-

performing students after the first year, or a discount for students who apply early. Check 

the prospective universities’ official websites for any “financial aid for international 

students” section. 

• Part-Time Work Opportunities: Although not a scholarship, it’s important to note that 

students in Hungary can work part-time to support themselves. On a student residence 

permit, you are allowed to work up to 20-30 hours per week during semesters (the 

law allows up to 30 hours/week in Hungary for students, which is more generous than 

many countries, but practically many students work ~20 hours to balance with studies). 

During summer or winter vacations, you may work full-time (up to 40 hours/week) for a 

limited period. Typical student jobs might include internships, administrative work, 

tutoring, or working in cafes/restaurants. The income from part-time work can help with 

living costs, though it may not be enough to cover all expenses. If you are on a 

scholarship, you won’t really need to work to cover basics, but some students still choose 

to gain work experience. Be sure to prioritize your studies, and note that knowing some 

basic Hungarian can sometimes help in finding part-time jobs off-campus. 
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In summary, if finances are a concern, Hungary provides multiple financial support 

options. Stipendium Hungaricum, in particular, is a golden opportunity for Pakistani 

students – and Pak Euro Links can assist you in navigating the application process for it. Even 

if you plan to go as a self-funded student, remember that the costs are comparatively low, and 

there are possibilities to ease the burden through part-time work or future Erasmus exchanges. 

Always plan your finances ahead of time, including factoring in visa application fees and travel 

costs, so that you’re well-prepared for your study abroad journey. 

Student Visa Process for Hungary (for Pakistani 

Students) 

Once you have your university acceptance letter (and scholarship award letter, if applicable), 

the next critical step is obtaining your student visa for Hungary. Pakistani students need 

a long-term student visa (Type “D” visa) which leads to a residence permit in Hungary. 

Here’s what you need to know and do: 

1. Acceptance and Visa Application Timing: 

You can only apply for a student visa after you have an unconditional acceptance letter from 

a Hungarian university. Visa processing can take several weeks (anywhere from 4 to 6 weeks, 

sometimes more during peak season), so it’s important to apply as soon as you have the 

necessary documents. Generally, for a September start, you’d want to lodge your visa 

application by July or early August 2025 at the latest. (Stipendium Hungaricum scholars often 

get guidance on timing; self-funded students should plan proactively.) 

2. Where to Apply: 

The Hungarian visa applications in Pakistan are handled via the Embassy of Hungary in 

Islamabad. In recent times, the embassy has been coordinating with VFS Global to facilitate 

visa submissions. This means you will likely submit your documents at a VFS visa 

application center (for Hungary) in Pakistan, which then forwards your application to the 

embassy. Currently, the main processing still happens through the Embassy in Islamabad, even 

if you submit at a VFS center. Always check the Embassy of Hungary in Islamabad’s official 

website for the latest instructions on where and how to book your visa appointment. (Note: As 

of 2024, the embassy announced outsourcing appointment scheduling to VFS, so keep an eye 

out for updated procedures.) 

3. Documents Required for Visa Application: 

Applying for a student visa is a detailed process. You will need to prepare a set of original 

documents (plus photocopies) to submit. Important: All official documents (like educational 

degrees) must be attested by the relevant Pakistani authorities (IBCC or HEC and Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs) and, if not in English, accompanied by official English translations. Here’s a 

checklist of required documents for the Hungarian student visa for Pakistani applicants: 

• Visa Application Form: Fill out the Long-Term Residence Permit application form 

for study purposes. This is usually available on the Hungarian Embassy or Immigration 
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Office website. Often, there’s an Appendix 13 form specifically for study visa details. 

You can download, fill it in (neatly or typed), and sign it. (If applying via VFS, they may 

also provide the form.) 

• Valid Passport: Your passport (and previous passports) must be provided. Ensure your 

passport is valid at least until the end of your intended study program. It should have 

at least 2 blank visa pages. Include photocopies of the passport’s bio page and any 

previous visas. 

• Passport-sized Photos: Two recent passport photographs (color, white background) as 

per Schengen specifications (typically 35mm x 45mm). It’s wise to have a few extra 

copies in case. 

• University Acceptance Letter: The original acceptance/admission letter from your 

Hungarian university or college, stating that you have been admitted and detailing your 

program, duration, and (if applicable) that tuition is paid or covered by scholarship. 

• Scholarship Award Letter (if applicable): If you have Stipendium Hungaricum or any 

scholarship, include the official scholarship award letter. This will cover the proof of funds 

for your case (since it guarantees your expenses are covered). 

• Proof of Financial Means: If you are self-financed (not on full scholarship), you must 

prove you have sufficient funds to cover tuition and living costs. This typically includes: 

o Bank Statements of Last 6 Months: Ideally from your sponsor (could be 

parents/guardian or yourself if you have personal savings). The statements should 

show a consistent balance or income. A closing balance equivalent to at least 

one year’s expenses (tuition + living, e.g. maybe around €8,000–€10,000) is 

recommended. In Pakistani terms, many consultants suggest having roughly PKR 

2.5 to 3.5 million in the account. Consistent activity is key – large lump sum 

deposits right before visa can raise questions. 

o Affidavit of Sponsorship: A notarized affidavit from the person sponsoring your 

studies (if not yourself) stating they will bear the cost of your education and 

expenses. Note, however, the Embassy treats this as a secondary document, 

not a substitute for concrete financial evidence. 

o Proof of Income of Sponsor: This is very important. The embassy wants to 

see sources of that money. This could include: salary slips and an employment 

letter (if your sponsor is salaried), business registration documents and tax returns 

(if sponsor is a business owner), pension statements (if sponsor is retired and 

using pension), rental income receipts, etc. Simply having funds in an account is 

not enough; you must show how those funds are obtained legally and 

consistently. 
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• Accommodation Proof: You need to show where you’ll stay in Hungary. If your 

university guarantees a dormitory spot, the acceptance letter or a separate document will 

state that. Otherwise, you might need to provide a booking or arrangement: e.g., a 

dorm confirmation, a rental agreement, or even a temporary booking of a hostel/hotel (for 

visa, some students show a hostel booking for initial weeks and mention they’ll arrange 

long-term housing after arrival). 

• Travel Insurance: A travel health insurance policy that covers you for the initial period in 

Hungary (at least until you enroll and get local health insurance). Usually, a 3-month 

travel insurance with coverage of at least €30,000 is required for Schengen visas. 

Some student insurance plans are available; ensure it’s valid in Hungary and covers 

basic medical emergencies. 

• Flight Reservation: You don’t need to buy a ticket before visa approval, but a flight 

reservation or itineraryshowing a tentative flight to Hungary is usually required. You 

can obtain a refundable ticket or a reservation printout from a travel agent. 

• Educational Documents: This is specific to Pakistani applicants – the embassy asks 

for: 

o Matric and F.Sc. certificates or O/A Level certificates, and any higher 

education degrees (Bachelor/Master), as applicable with transcripts. 

These must be attested by IBCC (for Matric/F.Sc) or HEC (for degrees) and 

then by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA), Pakistan. Essentially, they want 

proof that your credentials are legitimate. Also include photocopies of these. 

o It’s also advisable to attach the equivalence certificates if, for example, you did 

O/A Levels (get equivalence from IBCC) or foreign degrees equivalences from 

HEC, if available. 

• Personal and Family Documents: 

o NADRA Birth Certificate (in English) – You can get a computerized birth 

certificate from NADRA if you don’t have one. It’s required for identification. 

o NADRA Family Registration Certificate (FRC) in English – This shows your 

family tree (you can get one that lists you as child of your parents). It’s used to 

verify your family background. 

o CNIC copy of yourself and parents (not officially asked for, but sometimes 

provided in sponsor documents to show relationship). 

• Police Character Certificate: Obtain a Police Clearance Certificate from your local 

district police or the centralized character certificate office. It should be in English (or 
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accompanied by an English translation) and show that you have no criminal record. This 

certificate should be recent (typically within 3 months of visa application). 

• Medical Certificate: A medical report from an authorized medical center or your 

doctor, stating you are free from contagious diseases. The Hungarian embassy 

specifically requires tests for HIV, Hepatitis B & C, and a chest X-ray report 

for tuberculosis (TB). The report should also mention you have no chronic or acute 

condition that would impede your studies. Many applicants use laboratories and doctors 

in Pakistan who provide a combined report for visa purposes. Make sure it’s on 

letterhead, signed, and stamped by the medical officer. 

• Curriculum Vitae and Motivation Letter: Interestingly, the visa checklist mentions a CV 

and a signed motivation letter (similar to what you provided in your university 

application). This helps visa officers understand your study plan and intentions. It might 

feel redundant, but include them to complete the file. 

• Study Consultant Letter (if applicable): If you are using an educational 

consultant/agent (for example, working with Pak Euro Links for your admission 

process), the embassy asks for a letter or certificate from the consultant. This might 

outline that the consultant has guided you, presumably to ensure transparency. (If you 

applied entirely on your own, this is not needed.) 

• Miscellaneous Documents: If you have any previous visa refusals for any country, you 

might need to declare them or attach refusal letters. Also, if any of your documents had 

different names (e.g., a nickname or old surname), include attestations of name change 

or an explanation. 

It’s quite a list! The key is to get these documents in order well ahead of time. For instance, 

don’t wait until the last minute to get your HEC attestation – that can take time. Pak Euro Links 

can help compile and double-check your file to make sure nothing is missing. 

4. Submitting the Visa Application: 

Here’s how the process generally works: 

• Scheduling an Appointment: You will need to schedule a visa appointment through the 

VFS Global website for Hungary or by contacting the Hungarian Embassy’s consular 

section (depending on the latest procedure). During peak times (July-August), 

appointment slots can fill up, so keep an eye on this as soon as you have your 

documents ready or your acceptance letter in hand. 

• Attending the Appointment: On the appointment day, you (the applicant) will go in 

person to the VFS center or embassy. You will submit your application file, provide 

biometrics (fingerprints and photo) if required, and pay the visa fee. The fee for a Type D 

student visa is around €60-€100 (approximately PKR 20,000-30,000, it can fluctuate; the 

ocean of information suggests ~95 EUR). VFS may charge an additional service fee. 



15 

• Interview: In many cases, there is no separate visa interview (especially if your 

documentation is clear), but you should be prepared for one. Sometimes, the visa 

officer might have a short interview when you submit or they might call you for an 

interview later. Typical questions could be about your study plans, your university, your 

financial plans, and why you chose Hungary. As a tip: be honest and clear – they just 

want to verify that you are a genuine student with a genuine plan. 

• Application Processing: After submission, your application is forwarded to the 

Embassy and then to Hungarian immigration authorities for decision. You will have to 

wait – usually 4 weeks is standard, but it can take up to 6-8 weeks in some cases. It’s a 

bit of an anxious time, but as long as you provided all required documents and you have 

a legitimate admission and funding, chances of approval are high for student visas. 

• Visa Outcome: You will be notified by VFS or the Embassy to collect your passport or it 

will be sent to you as per the chosen method. If approved, your passport will have a visa 

sticker (Type D “Study” visa). Initially, this visa might be valid for 30 days or 90 days – 

don’t worry, this is normal. It is essentially an entry visa. 

• Travel and Residence Permit: Once you arrive in Hungary, you must go to the local 

immigration office (usually arranged via your university) to convert that visa into a 

residence permit card. The residence permit will allow you to reside in Hungary for the 

duration of your studies (often issued for one year at a time and renewable annually or 

for the full length of the program). The university’s international office will guide you on 

this step after arrival. 

5. Preparing for Departure: 

After you have your visa, congratulations – the major hurdle is over! Before traveling to 

Hungary, make sure to: 

• Attend any pre-departure briefings (HEC sometimes conducts these for scholarship 

students, and Pak Euro Links offers orientations for our students too). 

• Keep all your original documents in your hand luggage when traveling, as immigration in 

Hungary might ask for your acceptance letter or financial proof. 

• Plan to arrive in time for orientation week or the date instructed by your university. It’s 

good to arrive a bit early (a week or so) to settle in, but not earlier than your visa allows. 

• If you need temporary accommodation for arrival (and you haven’t gotten dorm 

confirmation yet), ensure you’ve booked something (hostel/Airbnb) for at least the first 

few days. 

• Carry some Euros (or Hungarian Forints) in cash for initial expenses until you open a 

bank account in Hungary. 
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The visa process may seem daunting, but it’s very systematic. Attention to detail and early 

preparation are key. If you have all documents in place, you can be confident. And 

remember, Pak Euro Links is here to assist you at every step, from filling out forms to 

prepping for possible interviews. Soon, you’ll be on that flight to Budapest, beginning your 

exciting journey as an international student in Hungary! 

Living in Hungary: Culture, Costs, and Tips for 

Pakistani Students 

Studying abroad isn’t just about academics – it’s also about adapting to a new lifestyle. Here’s 

what you can expect living in Hungary and some tips to make your stay enriching and 

comfortable: 

Cost of Living Breakdown: 

As mentioned earlier, Hungary’s cost of living is relatively low compared to many European 

countries, but budgeting wisely is important. On average, you might need €400-€600 per 

month for living expenses. Let’s break it down: 

• Accommodation: If you live in a university dormitory, your costs are quite low, around 

€100-€150 (PKR 30k-45k) per month, and you get the benefit of being on or near 

campus with other students. If you rent a shared apartment, expect to pay roughly 

€200-€300 per month for a room (PKR 60k-90k). Utilities (electricity, heating, water, 

internet) split among roommates might add another €50 or so each. Budapest is a bit 

pricier than smaller cities – in Budapest a room might be €250-€400 depending on 

location, whereas in Szeged or Debrecen you might find cheaper options. 

• Food: If you cook at home (which most students do), €100-€150 (PKR 30k-45k) per 

month can cover groceries. Local markets and discount supermarkets (like Lidl, Aldi, 

Spar) are great for affordable produce and staples. Eating out occasionally won’t break 

the bank: a meal at a budget restaurant or the university cafeteria can be around €5-€7 

(PKR 1500-2100). Fast food is available (McDonald’s etc.), but also explore local 

Hungarian eateries – a dish of chicken paprikash or goulash soup is both cultural and 

affordable. For Pakistani and halal food: In big cities like Budapest, you’ll 

find Pakistani/Indian restaurants and halal Turkish eateries, though they may be a bit 

more expensive than local student fare. You can also find halal meat in certain shops or 

ask local Pakistani seniors where they buy groceries. 

• Transportation: Hungary has good public transport. As a student, you’ll get a student ID 

card after enrollment, which can entitle you to discounts on transport (note: student 

discounts on public transport are generally for EU/EEA citizens, but many universities 

arrange something for international students too, or you can still get youth discounts). In 

Budapest, a monthly public transport pass is around €10-15 for students with the 

discount; without the EU student discount it’s about €30. Other cities are cheaper and 

many places you can walk or bike. Trains and buses between cities give 50% student 
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discount if you have the student card. So if you want to visit home or travel to a 

neighboring country during holidays, that discount helps. 

• Miscellaneous: Internet and mobile plans are reasonably priced. You can get a student 

mobile plan or prepaid SIM (providers like Telenor, Telekom, Vodafone) for around €10 a 

month with data. Health is mostly covered if you’re on the national insurance (scholarship 

students get this free; others pay a student rate for insurance), but budget a little for 

medicines or occasional private doctor visits (though student clinics are often available at 

universities). Clothes and personal care items cost similar to Pakistan for basics (brands 

might be costlier). You should also budget for residence permit fees (upon arrival, 

about €110) and any semester contributions (some universities have small semester 

registration fees like €50). 

Accommodation Tips: 

If you have the option, staying in a university dorm in your first year can be very beneficial. 

It’s cheaper and you immediately plug into a community, making friends and learning the ropes 

from senior students. Dorms in Hungary usually have shared rooms (2-3 per room) or small 

apartments shared among students. They are segregated by gender or by floor. If dorms are 

not available or you prefer more privacy, look for apartments via university bulletin boards or 

Facebook groups (there are English-language groups for flats in Budapest, etc.). Try to live 

close to campus to save transport costs. When renting privately, you’ll typically sign a contract 

and pay a deposit (equal to 1-2 months’ rent). Always do this through a proper channel or with 

local help to avoid scams – your university’s international office can often assist or recommend 

trusted landlords. 

Climate and Weather: 

Hungary has a temperate continental climate. This means: 

• Summers (June-August) are warm to hot. July can see temperatures of 30°C in the 

daytime. It’s usually sunny with occasional rain. 

• Winters (December-February) are cold. In January, temperatures often drop below 

0°C, especially at night. It can snow, though the amount varies year to year. Pakistani 

students from mild climates might find their first European winter exciting but chilly – 

bring a good warm coat, or plan to buy winter clothing in Hungary (they have all the gear 

you’ll need). 

• Spring and Autumn are generally pleasant. Autumn (Sept-Nov) starts off mild and gets 

progressively cooler and rainy by November. Spring (March-May) is lovely as everything 

blooms; it starts cool in March and gets warm by May. 

Ensure you have appropriate clothing for all seasons. It’s a good idea to have at least 

one set of thermals and waterproof shoes for winter. The dorm or apartment will likely 

have heating, so indoors will be comfortable. 
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Cultural Adjustments: 

Hungarian people are proud of their rich history and unique language. While English will be 

your academic language, learning a few phrases in Hungarian (Magyar) like hello (szia), thank 

you (köszönöm), etc., will warm hearts. The culture might feel reserved at first – Hungarians 

can seem a bit formal or quiet with strangers. But once you befriend them, they are extremely 

hospitable, often eager to share about Hungary and learn about Pakistan. You might be the first 

Pakistani some of your classmates have met, so be open to conversations about Pakistan’s 

culture, and you’ll find people very curious and respectful. 

Food and Lifestyle: 

Hungarian cuisine is famous for dishes like goulash (a hearty meat soup), paprikás (paprika 

stew), and various pastries like rétes (strudel). As a Muslim student or someone with South 

Asian taste buds, you might miss Pakistani food – but fear not: there are South Asian grocery 

stores in Budapest where you can buy spices (masalas, basmati rice, lentils, etc.). Cities with 

universities often have a small international grocery shop. Cooking your own biryani or dal 

occasionally will both save money and give you comfort from home. Additionally, within student 

communities, it’s common to have potluck dinners – you could introduce your friends to 

Pakistani biryani or kebabs, and they might cook Hungarian or other international dishes. This 

cultural exchange is one of the joys of studying abroad! 

Social Life and Making Friends: 

Universities in Hungary are very welcoming to international students. During orientation, you’ll 

meet other students from around the world. Many universities have an International Student 

Union or Erasmus Student Network (ESN) that organizes social events, trips, and gatherings. 

Participate in these – it’s a great way to make friends and explore. Also, look for any Pakistani 

student associations. With the growing number of Pakistani scholars and students, informal 

groups likely exist (especially in larger universities or cities). Connecting with fellow Pakistanis 

can help when you’re homesick or want to celebrate festivals like Eid or Independence 

Day together. Don’t shy away from mixing; you’ll value having an international circle of friends 

too. Hungarians, Europeans, other Asians – you will find a diverse peer group. 

Religious Observance: 

If you’re concerned about practicing your faith, know that Hungary upholds freedom of religion. 

In Budapest, there are a couple of mosques/Islamic centers (e.g., Darussalam Mosque, Magyar 

Iszlám Központ). In other cities, the Muslim population is smaller, so you might not have a 

mosque in walking distance, but students often find a way – even if it means a small prayer 

room or gathering for Friday prayers in a private space. During Ramadan, you may have to 

manage fasting with long summer days (if Ramadan falls in spring/summer, the fasts in 

Hungary could be quite long compared to Pakistan). Plan accordingly with your schedule and 

talk to professors if you have any exams or intensive labs while fasting – they are generally 

understanding if you explain. Also, you’ll find that your international friends are curious and 

respectful about Ramadan and Eid, some might even join your iftar or Eid celebrations out of 

goodwill. 

Staying Safe: 

Hungary is considered very safe for international students. Crime rates are low. Still, as 
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anywhere, use common sense: keep your belongings secure, be cautious with strangers 

offering too-good-to-be-true deals, and follow local laws. The emergency number in Hungary is 

112 for any help (police, ambulance, etc.). As a Pakistani, you might occasionally get questions 

about politics or stereotypes – respond politely, it’s usually out of genuine curiosity or 

misinformation. Hungarians who know Pakistan might mention sports (cricket – though it’s not 

played there – or maybe our hockey or squash legacy) or might mention Hungarian ties with 

Asia (their own origins are somewhat Asian through the Magyars). Building bridges of 

understanding is part of your role as a cultural ambassador, and it can be quite rewarding. 

Post-Study Pathways: 

It might seem early, but it’s useful to know that if you enjoy Hungary and wish to stay after 

graduation for work, you can apply for a 9-month residence permit extension to look for jobs. 

If you secure a job, you can then convert to a work permit. Alternatively, you may consider 

further studies (PhD, specialization) either in Hungary or elsewhere in Europe. On the other 

hand, if you return to Pakistan, your Hungarian degree – being an EU degree – will be 

recognized. You should get it attested by HEC upon return for formal equivalence. Many 

Pakistani alumni of Hungarian universities are doing well in academia, industry, and 

government back home. There’s even an Alumni Network for those who studied in Hungary, 

which you can join after your studies to stay connected. 

In conclusion, life in Hungary as a student is full of learning experiences both inside and outside 

the classroom. It’s a chance to gain independence, discover new cultures, and grow personally 

and academically. Whenever you face challenges – be it homesickness, academic pressure, or 

bureaucratic hurdles – remember that every international student goes through similar 

phases. Utilize the support systems: university counselors, senior students, and of course, 

reach out to us at Pak Euro Links if you need advice or help. We’re invested in your success 

abroad just as much as you are. 

Conclusion 

Studying in Hungary can be a life-changing experience – it opens up a world-class education, 

new horizons in the heart of Europe, and the opportunity to grow in countless ways. For 

Pakistani students, the journey to Hungary in 2025-2026 is filled with promise: whether it’s 

securing a Stipendium Hungaricum scholarship and studying without financial worries, or 

choosing a self-funded path to a degree that is both high-quality and affordable compared to 

other destinations. By now, you should have a clear picture of why Hungary is an excellent 

choice and how to go about making this dream a reality – from meeting admission 

requirements to acing the visa process, and preparing for life as a student in Hungary. 

A quick recap of key advice: 

• Start Early: Give yourself plenty of time for each step – applications, scholarship forms, 

IELTS, attestations, visa documents – starting early will reduce stress. 
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• Stay Organized: Keep your documents and deadlines in check. Use spreadsheets or 

checklists if needed. 

• Cultural Openness: Embrace the new environment. Be ready to adapt and also to 

share your own Pakistani culture – you’ll find people appreciate both. 

• Seek Guidance: You’re not alone in this process. Reach out to resources available. Pak 

Euro Links is always here to guide and support you – from the moment you start 

thinking about applying, to the day you pack your bags, and even after you’re in Hungary 

if you need us. Our mission is to make your study abroad journey smooth and 

successful. 

Finally, remember that taking a step like this requires courage and vision. It’s normal to feel 

nervous about moving to a faraway country. But rest assured, thousands of international 

students (including many from Pakistan) have thrived in Hungary, and you can be one of them. 

The education and exposure you’ll gain will not only boost your career prospects but also 

broaden your perspective on life. 

We at Pak Euro Links wish you the very best of luck as you embark on this exciting 

endeavor. If you have any questions or need personalized advice, don’t hesitate to contact our 

team. Here’s to your success and a bright future – or as they say in Hungarian, Sok 

sikert! (Good luck!) 

Important Official Links (for further information and reference): 

• Study in Hungary – Official Education Portal: https://studyinhungary.hu (Detailed info 

on Hungarian universities, programs, and student life) 

• Stipendium Hungaricum Scholarship – Official 

Website: https://stipendiumhungaricum.hu (Scholarship details, online application portal, 

and current call information) 

• Embassy of Hungary in Pakistan (Islamabad) – Visa 

Information: https://islamabad.mfa.gov.hu (Check the “Consular Services” section for 

student visa requirements and updates on the application process) 

• Higher Education Commission (HEC) Pakistan – 

Scholarships: http://hec.gov.pk (Announcements and guidelines from HEC for foreign 

scholarships like Stipendium Hungaricum, including any specific requirements for 

Pakistani applicants) 

Hungarian Immigration & Asylum Office – Study Permit Info: http://www.bmbah.hu (Official 

information on residence permit for study purposes in Hungary, useful after you arrive) 
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